LETTER FROM  COURT
mation we direct that you transmit to us regular returns not only of
the number of which this invalid corps may consist but also the exact
amount of their pay, in which must be included the charges for cloathing,
the allowance to the fougedarry prisoners who were to be employed in
clearing the ground and marking out the streets, and, in short, every
other expence that may be incidental to the establishment. We likewise
direct that you transmit to us, from time to time, an account of the
progress which may be made in the building of the towns and in the
cultivation of the land. And here we must express our entire approba-
tion of your conduct for the regard you have shewn to the ancient rights
of the zemindars, in the case stated on your consultations, by continuing
to them the allowance of 2 annas per bega agreeably to the decision of
the canongoes, whom you consulted on the occasion. A similar line of
proceeding must always guide your decisions in whatever has relation
to the privileges of native landholders.
11.    We  have  hitherto   as   an   indulgence   to  our  military   officers
tolerated the appointment of their infant sons as minor cadets, but as
we have great reason to believe this indulgence has been much abused,
and we are thereby put to great expense, we have come to a determina-
tion to put a stop thereto and therefore not only direct that the pay
and allowances of all those at present on your establishment be discon-
tinued, from the receipt of these orders, but expressly forbid any such
* appointment in future. Whenever you wish to interest yourselves for
the sons of deserving officers your recommendation of them to the Court
will be properly attended to,
12.    In consequence of some late advices from Bombay relative to
the conduct of several of the commanders and officers in encouraging the
soldiers of that garrison to desert and to enter on board the ships, and
in order to put an end to  a practice which is as detrimental to our
interest as it is subversive of good government, we have enforced our
former orders to the commanders in this respect in the most positive
manner, and we hereby empower you to dismiss such of the captains and
officers as shall, in future, be found to disobey them.   We have likewise
confirmed a regulation of the Bombay Government, that the commanders
of ships shall on no account receive a single man on board at any of
our Presidencies without first producing him at the town major's office
in order to ascertain whether he be really a soldier or not;  and we
hereby direct that you adopt a similar regulation.
13.    Since writing the foregoing paragraphs we have received  the
following advices from your Presidency, viz,,
Per Valentine          ... Letter from the Governor
General  dated  loth Janu-
ary 1785.
Per Hillsborough    ... Letter from  the Board of
Trade dated syth January
1785-